RECORD OF EXECUTIVE DECISION

Monday, 18 October 2021

Decision No: (CAB 21/22 32466)

DECISION-MAKER: CABINET

PORTFOLIO AREA:; Cabinet Member for Communities, Culture and Heritage
SUBJECT: Community Fund and Community Chest Grant Criteria
AUTHOR: Jason Murphy

THE DECISION

(1) Agree the criteria and process for applications to the Community Fund as set
out in Appendix One.

(i) Delegate authority to the Executive Director for Communities, Culture, and
Homes following consultation with the Cabinet Member for Communities, Culture &
Heritage to determine the outcome of Community Fund applications.

REASONS FOR THE DECISION

1. The Council is committed to continuing to support community, voluntary and
social enterprises and others through grant funding that supports the ambitions and
priorities of the Council as laid out in its Corporate Plan and aligned strategies. In
July 2021, the Council approved a budget of £500,000 over two years to support
community, sport, youth, resident and other organisations to access funding to
support the delivery of youth and diversionary activities, as well as environmental
changes that may impact on the incidence of anti-social behaviour and provide
alternative activities for young people.

2. The Council is committed to making the process for accessing this temporary
fund as streamlined and agile as possible so that more support can be provided to
applicants in terms of promotion, advice at the point of application, and oversight of
the grants once awarded.

DETAILS OF ANY ALTERNATIVE OPTIONS

Apply the current Community Chest Grant Process to the Community Fund: The
Community Chest Grant process also operated by the Stronger Communities Team
is used to process applications twice yearly, for a much smaller, longer term fund.
This option has been considered and is not recommended as it is inconsistent with
the application of a larger and temporary fund, with the need to allocate all funds by




March 2023. It is therefore not proposed as the ability of the council to respond
would be less agile, whilst reducing the ability of the Team to engage with potential
applicants’ pre-application and those awarded grants, post award.

OTHER RELEVANT MATTERS CONCERNING THE DECISION

None.

CONFLICTS OF INTEREST

None.

CONFIRMED AS A TRUE RECORD

We certify that the decision this document records was made in accordance with the
Local Authorities (Executive Arrangements) (Access to Information) (England)
Regulations 2000 and is a true and accurate record of that decision.

Date:18™ October, 2021 Decision Maker:
The Cabinet

Proper Officer:
Claire Heather

SCRUTINY
Note: This decision will come in to force at the expiry of 5 working days from the date
of publication subject to any review under the Council’s Scrutiny “Call-In” provisions.

Call-In Period expires on

Date of Call-in (if applicable) (this suspends implementation)

Call-in Procedure completed (if applicable)

Call-in heard by (if applicable)

Results of Call-in (if applicable)







